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OVERVIEW 

To address the lingering impact of COVID -19 on the school environment, and as the number of 
positive cases in our Aiken County community continue to climb, ACPSD will continue many of the 
mitigation strategies put in place during the previous school year during the 2021-22 school year. 

 

The school district, in accordance with South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster’s order and 
legislation passed by the General Assembly, will not enforce the wearing of face coverings in 
ACPSD buildings or on school buses. However, the school district will continue to recommend the 
wearing of face coverings in school buildings and on school buses, while encouraging all students 
and adults ages 12 and older receive a vaccine. 
 
Our guiding principles during the 2021-22 school year will continue to support: 

 

a) Keeping students and staff physically and emotionally healthy 

b) Maintaining continuity of teaching and learning 

c) Ensuring access and equity for all students 

d) Communicating with all stakeholders 

e) Ensuring flexibility of operations to meet the needs of students 

f) The following of CDC, DHEC and SDE guidelines and recommendations when possible 
 

During the 2021-22 school year students will participate in one of two back to school models based 
upon the current Covid-environment in each school – full-time, traditional face-to-face instruction, 
and full-time remote learning. All students in Aiken County Public Schools now have access to a 
computer or learning device if they or their families so choose, which will allow for a much 
smoother transition to remote learning should that become necessary.  
 
All-virtual AIKEN iNNOVATE was offered as an instructional model to new and returning ACPSD 
students in the spring and is currently full. Unless a student is enrolled in AIKEN iNNOVATE, all 
ACPSD students will begin the new school year (Monday, August 16) in face-to-face instruction. 
 
  



5 
 

Graphic of Back to School Instructional Models 
 

 
Communication Expectations 

 
The  District will: 

1. Communicate the Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan. 
2. Announce if the level of virus spread forces a change to remote learning by providing as 

much notice as possible ahead of any change in schedule to give families time to adjust. 
3. Handle media requests through the Department of Communications. 
4. Continue established procedures for notifying staff and parents of possible COVID-19 

exposure conducive with HIPAA. 

Our Schools will: 
1. Communicate school-specific information, schedule, procedures, and deadlines. 
2. Set dates for school activities. 
3. Communicate grade-level, intervention, resource and gifted and talented schedules for 

Traditional, Hybrid, and Remote Learning models. 
4. Communicate directly with families on safety and health issues related to COVID-19. 
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Health and Safety Considerations 
 

Keeping students and staff physically and emotionally safe is the number one priority of ACPSD. 
The current guidelines recommend social distancing (6ft radius of separation for adults and 3ft 
radius of separation for students), preventative health measures (frequent hand washing/sanitize 
and face coverings), and frequent cleaning of high touch surfaces (door handles, handrails, light 
switches, etc.). D ifferences    in the physical structures of facilities require flexibility for building 
leaders to create procedures and processes that are specific to their campus. 

 

According to the Center for Disease Control: 
COVID-19 spreads when an infected person breathes out droplets and very small particles that contain the 
virus. These droplets and particles can be breathed in by other people or land in their eyes, nose, or mouth. 
In some circumstances, they may contaminate surfaces they touch. People who are closer than 6 feet to the 
infected person are most likely to get infected. To reduce the spread of COVID-19, CDC recommends that 
people who are not fully vaccinated wear face coverings in indoor public places. People who are fully 
vaccinated should wear a mask indoors in public in areas of substantial or high transmission. 

 

Preventative health measures that have been recommended by the CDC to minimize the spread 
of COVID-19 include social distancing and face coverings. 

1. Social distancing (also called physical distancing) is defined as keeping space between yourself and 
other people (preferably 6 feet). In the K12 classroom setting, students should be spaced at least 
3 feet apart. 

2. The CDC states that wearing cloth face coverings is strongly recommended. The CDC does not 
recommend the use of face shields as a substitute for face coverings. Based on recent guidance from 
the SC Department of Education, individuals in schools and on buses are encouraged to wear face 
coverings in accordance with public health recommendations, but are not mandated to do so. 

 

Symptoms of COVID-19 
 

1. According to the CDC, People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms ranging 
from mild symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to 
the virus. 

People with these symptoms may have COVID-19: 
a) Loss of taste or smell 
b) New or worsening cough 
c) Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
d) Fatigue 
e) Muscle or body aches 
f) Headache 
g) Fever or chills 
h) Sore throat 
i) Congestion or runny nose 
j) Nausea or vomiting 
k) Diarrhea 

 
2. According to the CDC, immediate emergency medical attention is necessary when 

someone is showing any of the following signs: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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a) Trouble breathing 
b) Persistent pain or pressure in the chest 
c) New confusion 
d) Inability to wake or stay awake 
e) Bluish lips or face 

3. This list is not all inclusive; a medical provider should also be contacted for any other 
symptoms that are severe or concerning to you. Call 911 or call ahead to your local 
emergency facility: Notify the operator that you are seeking care for someone who has or 
may have COVID-19 (see COVID-19 Symptoms). 

 

Health & Safety Protocols for Students 
 

1. If a nurse or other staff member assesses a student and determines the student to be 
exhibiting signs of illness that could be related to COVID-19, every effort should be made 
to send the student home as quickly as possible. 

2. The school administrator and school nurse will identify a location (isolation room) that 
allows for social distancing (6 ft radius of separation) to isolate students waiting to be 
picked up by parents. The principal will ensure that the person designated to supervise the 
isolation room has a face covering and gloves and maintains social distancing from the 
student with symptoms. Students with illness symptoms waiting to be picked up will be 
provided with a mask to wear. 

3. The school administrator will implement a protocol to minimize the student's contact with 
others as the student moves from the isolation room to the office for dismissal. 

4. Parents/guardians should ensure that they provide the school with phone numbers for cell, 
home, work, and emergency contacts as a part of the registration information. 

5. Administrator will clearly communicate to parents the protocols that will be implemented 
if parents are unable/unwilling to pick up a student who is exhibiting symptoms related to 
COVID-19. 

6. Parents will also be asked to notify the school nurse if their child tests positive for COVID- 
19. 

7. To minimize the spread of germs between students, students will be asked to 
wash/sanitize their hands throughout the day. 

8. All students must practice social distancing (3 feet) when entering the building, in the 
classroom, in the hallways, and if a line is needed to pick up meals. 

9. Every student should use personal supplies as much as possible. 
10. Custodians will frequently disinfect commonly touched surfaces such as shared 

workspaces, counters, door handles, restrooms, restroom fixtures, soap dispensers, 
handrails, telephones, and common areas throughout the day. 

11. Restrooms will be limited to every other stall and social distancing enforced as students 
wait to use the restroom. Students must wash their hands after using the restroom. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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School Response to Students with COVID-19 Symptoms or Positive Test: 

Guidance for Students with symptoms at school: 
1. Identified school staff will assist with responding to students with COVID-19 

symptoms and move the student safely and respectfully to an isolation room. 
2. Parents will be notified promptly. 
3. Students will be supervised by a staff member who maintains at least six feet of 

distance and utilizes a face covering and gloves. 
4. The school nurse, administrator, or their designee will advise parents to call their 

primary healthcare provider or Health Department for further guidance and if 
testing is needed. Parents or the person who picks up the sick student will also be 
provided with the Parent Letter for COVID Symptom Exclusion (Appendix A). The 
parent will also be advised to report the test results, if applicable, to the school 
nurse or administrator. 

5. The area(s) used by a sick person and will be cleaned and disinfected with an 
approved cleaner and closed off from use for a designated period of time. 

6. Per state and local laws, the school nurse will notify the local health department 
immediately of any case of COVID-19. If indicated, notification to parents and 
other staff members will be made while maintaining the confidentiality of the 
individual who tested positive. 

When students can return to school: 
The building principal and/or school nurse will follow current published DHEC guidelines 
for the response to suspected and confirmed cases. The most up to date information can 
be found by accessing Nursing Services on the district website at www.acpsd.net. 

 

Notification and Contact Tracing: 
 

COVID-19 notification – Parents will be asked to notify the school if any student tests 
positive or is presumed positive for COVID-19.  

 

Contact Tracing – Each school principal will establish a contact tracing team to identify close 
contacts to positive cases present at school or school-related activities while contagious in 
accordance with current DHEC guidance for the management of COVID-19 cases. 
Notifications will be implemented as indicated specific to the circumstance. Close contacts 
(defined as unvaccinated students within three feet of a positive case for more than 15 
cumulative minutes during a 24-hour period) will be excluded from school until 14 days 
following last exposure, and parents will be notified by phone and letter. Administrators 
will ensure that seating charts are used in all classrooms and collaborate with Transportation 
Supervisors to ensure seating charts are utilized on buses. Administrators will also 
implement procedures to track student movement throughout the building, such as hall 
passes or logs with times that students leave and return to the classroom. 
 
Fully vaccinated students may be exempted from quarantine as long as they do not 
develop illness symptoms if the parents voluntarily provide documentation of the 
student’s COVID-19 vaccination status to the school nurse. ACSD encourages the SCDHEC 
recommendation for vaccinated individuals to wear a mask for 14 days after exposure. 
 

http://www.acpsd.net/
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Clean, Sanitize, and Disinfect 

Cleaning refers to the process of collecting and removing dirt, dust, grime, and various forms of 
organic and inorganic materials from a surface or space. 

 

Sanitizing refers to the process of ensuring that food and the surfaces it contacts are bacteria and 
virus free at levels that make the food safe for human consumption. 

 

Disinfection refers to the processes and products used to ensure that 99.9% of all bacteria and 
viruses are killed in order to prevent transmission to humans. 

 
1. Custodians will clean (sweep, vacuum, mop, etc.) as they always have. This will occur 

primarily during those times when students are not present. Disinfection of touchable 
surfaces (doorknobs, panic bars, and communal restrooms) will take place during the 
school day hourly in elementary schools and after each class change in middle and high 
schools. Student desks will be disinfected each day after lunch. Teachers and students 
should wipe these desks with plain water each morning prior to breakfast. 

2. School personnel are encouraged to disinfect inside their classrooms during the 
instructional day as they deem appropriate. 

3. Daily, staff should sanitize surfaces and objects that are touched often, such as desks, 
countertops, chairs, tables, handrails, doorknobs, light switches, computer keyboards, 
hands-on learning items, faucet handles, phones, and any shared resources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                -more-
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Custodial staff will: 
1. Sanitize common workspaces, high traffic areas, and frequently touched surfaces multiple 

times per day. 
2. Disinfect high touch surfaces in communal restrooms frequently during the day (sinks, soap 

dispensers, towel dispensers, doorknobs, handrails, and bathroom fixtures). 
3. Wipe down and sanitize countertops and all flat surfaces. 

 

School Staff will: 
1. Assist with wiping down and sanitizing countertops and desks throughout the day. 
2. Assist with wiping down and sanitizing doorknobs, pencil sharpeners, and towel dispensers 

throughout the day. 
 

Bus Cleaning and Disinfection Protocols 
The District has incorporated guidelines from the SC State Department of Transportation (SCDOT) 
CDC, and DHEC, to ensure the health and safety of our students during bus transportation to and 
from school. Each bus will be cleaned and disinfected using approved disinfectant after completion 
of each route. Cleaning protocols require drivers to wipe down frequently touched surfaces with 
disinfectant, including those in the entrance touched by passengers, such as handrails and seat 
tops as well as those surfaces contacted by the driver (steering wheel, door opening device, etc.). 

 

Guidelines for bus riders – It is recommended that bus drivers and students wear face coverings. Seat 
assignments and seating charts are required and will maximize the distance between students to 
the extent practicable. 
Loading the Bus – The process for students to load the school bus will require students to maintain 
proper social distancing protocols at the bus stop as much as possible and then load the bus by 
walking one by one to their assigned seat. 
Unloading the Bus – Students will unload the bus from front to back (students sitting in the front 
of the bus will exit first) and proceed to the school. Every attempt will be made to maintain social 
distancing protocols. 

 
School Food Service (SFS) 
Students may bring their meals or be served individually packaged meals from the cafeteria. No 
parents or visitors will be allowed to visit during lunch at this time. Parents who need to drop off 
meals for their child will be asked to leave the food in the office area. SFS staff will be trained in 
COVID-19 safety protocols, and all cafeteria staff will wear face coverings and gloves while serving 
meals. High touch surface areas will be disinfected between service periods and use. 

 
Meal Service: 

1. During the Hybrid Model, students participate in three days of remote learning and to 
accommodate students who receive meals at school, SFS will provide students with three 
meals on the last day of their face-to-face instruction if the student wishes to participate 
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in meal service.  
2. During the Hybrid Model, SFS will use disposable plates, utensils, etc., and offer pre- 

packaged meals to the extent possible. Teachers will ensure that students wash/sanitize 
their hands before and after meals. 

3. The SFS Manager will make every attempt to serve pre-packaged meals to be delivered in 
individual bags or boxes to students, and meal options will be limited. 

4. Administrators will ensure that there is a "do not share" food policy among students and 
parents are asked to speak with their child about the importance of not sharing food or 
drinks with classmates. 

5. If students eat in the classroom, the teacher/students will wipe down desks before and 
after meals. 

6. Bottle Water Hydration Stations and water fountains are off-limits. Administrators will set 
up water stations to provide students with water throughout the school day. 

7. Students are encouraged to bring a personal water bottle schools will provide a process 
for students to refill their water bottles throughout the day. 

8. Students are encouraged to bring their own snacks as schools will not sell canteen items 
until further notice. 

9. During the first nine weeks, schools should consider fundraising activities that allow for 
social distancing and limited physical contact (i.e. use online payment platform in lieu of 
exchanging currency). 

 

Staff & Student Arrival 
1. Parents and students should remain in their vehicles until the school doors are open. 
2. Walkers are encouraged to arrive after the school doors are open. 
3. Social distancing protocols should be used to the extent possible while waiting to enter 

the building. Staff and students are encouraged, but not required, to wear face coverings 
during the transition to their classrooms. 

4. Breakfast and lunch served in classrooms will be an option for all levels.  
5. Staff will monitor student arrival to ensure that students do not congregate in hallways 

or common areas. Students should report directly to homeroom/first period or designated 
area(s). 

 

Guidelines for the School Day 
1. Face coverings are encouraged but not required in class and while moving throughout the building. 
2. Staff should encourage students to avoid touching their faces and to cover their cough by 

using their elbow or tissue, then immediately wash or sanitize their hands. 
3. Students will use hand sanitizer or wash their hands before and after eating. 
4. Students should follow social distancing protocols whenever possible. 

 

Student Dismissal 
1. Doors will be opened and monitored by staff during dismissal to minimize the congregation 

of large groups. 
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2. Walkers will be asked to leave campus immediately when school is dismissed. 
3. Bus riders are encouraged but not required to wear face coverings while waiting on the 

bus when social distancing is not possible and while riding the bus. 
4. Parents who wish to pick up their child before the end of the school day will need to call 

ahead so the student will be in the office area or escorted to their parents in a designated 
location. 

 

Communications to Parents 
Principals will communicate to parents the changes in school procedures resulting from COVID-19 
and the new procedures to ensure the health and safety of students and staff. Some common 
items of parent communication are as follows: 

 
1. Parents should avoid early drop-offs in the morning. If arriving early, students should 

remain in the car until the school doors are open. 
2. Parents should make an appointment if necessary, to avoid attempting to meet with 

administrators and staff during morning arrival. 
3. Social distancing protocols will be in place and face coverings are recommended but not 

required while waiting  to enter the building and transitioning to the classroom. 
4. Ensure that registration information includes multiple emergency contacts. Due to COVID- 

19, parents must have a reliable back up plan to pick up a child who becomes ill at school. 
The expectation is that once called for COVID-19 related symptoms, parents will pick their 
child up within one hour. 

5. School dismissal will follow social distancing guidelines and protocols as students exit the 
building. 

6. Parents are asked to inform the school nurse if a student has been in contact with someone 
who has a confirmed case of COVID-19. 

7. ACPSD strongly recommends that parents take their child's temperature before the child 
leaves for school in the morning, and children with a temperature of 100.0 or higher must 
remain at home. 

8. While attendance is essential, students should only attend school when they are healthy. 
Children showing any symptoms of COVID-19 should stay home until they are well. To keep 
all staff and classmates healthy, parents must monitor the symptoms and temperatures of 
their children before sending them to school. 

9. Please note that all information will remain confidential between the school and family. 
10. Parents are encouraged to review the guidelines for bus riders and consider the possibility 

of driving their child to and from school, if possible. Bus guidelines are as follows: 
a. Loading the Bus 

i. The process for students to load the school bus will require students to 
use social distancing protocols at the bus stop as much as possible and 
then load the bus by walking one by one to their assigned seat 

ii. Both students and bus drivers are encouraged but not required to wear 
a face covering while  riding the bus. 

iii. Seat assignments will maximize the distance between students to the 
extent practicable. 

b. Unloading the Bus 
i. Students will unload the bus from front to back (students sitting in the 

front of the bus will exit first) and proceed to the school. 
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11. Parents please have the conversation with your child about: 
a. Social distancing protocols 
b. Proper hand hygiene- washing hands thoroughly and often with soap and water 

for 20 seconds. When hand washing is unavailable, students should use hand 
sanitizer. 

c. Importance of not touching their face as this can transmit the virus from a 
surface to their mouth, nose, or eyes. 

d. Resisting the touching of personal belongings of others. 

 
Guidelines for School Environments 

General Classroom Expectations 
1. Social distancing protocols will be implemented to the extent possible. All classroom desks 

should face the same direction. Furniture and manipulatives that cannot be sanitized will 
be removed or blocked from use. 

2. Students are encouraged to avoid sharing their writing utensils, supplies, and tools. 
3. All classrooms have hand sanitizer and appropriate cleaning supplies for teachers and 

students to sanitize their hands and desks daily. At the end of each day, students, if age- 
appropriate & without asthma or allergies, may be asked to assist with wiping down their 
desks. 

4. Classroom doors will remain closed and locked during instructional periods. Teachers will 
be responsible for opening and closing doors when students enter or leave class. 

5. Restrooms will be monitored during class change to ensure established guidelines are 
being followed. 

6. Handwashing or hand sanitizer should be required every hour, before and after meals, 
after recess, and after sneezing, coughing, or restroom use. 

 
Elementary Students 

1. PK-5 students remain in one classroom/cohort all day and will attend recess with their cohort. 
 
Common Areas 

1. Water fountains are closed; Students are encouraged to bring a water bottle to school. 
2. Schools will have protocols in place for students to refill water bottles and for students 

who do not bring bottles to have access to water. 

3. Common areas will be marked for social distancing. 
4. Student lockers will not be assigned or used. 

 

Fine Arts General Guidelines: All grade levels 
1. Practice social distancing (at least 3 feet) before, after, and during class. 
2. Students will be assigned seats or assigned areas. 
3. In performing arts classes (band, chorus, music, theater) students should maintain a 

distance of a minimum of 6 feet. 
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4. Outdoor practice areas will be used to the extent possible for performing arts classes. 
5. Art supplies should not be shared to the extent possible. 

 

Physical Education: 
1. All lessons should be modified to reflect limited and/or no equipment and the need for 

social distancing. 
2. Students should remain in designated areas upon entrance to and dismissal from each PE 

learning space. 
3. Students will not dress out for PE.   
4. Student helpers will not be used to pass out or collect equipment. 
5. If equipment is used, it will be limited and properly       cleaned/sanitized after each use. 
6. Students should use no-contact congratulations such as air high fives to celebrate. 
7. Students should bring water bottles to PE (water fountains will not be used). 
8. Students will wash/sanitize their hands before and after class. 
9. Locker rooms will not be used until further notice. 

 
Elementary Considerations: 

1. PE Classes will be held in the Gym, other large area, or outside as weather permits. 

 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) Courses: 

1. All students and staff should wash their hands before the start of CTE class and 
sanitize after each activity where students are touching common equipment. 

2. Students and staff will follow job site safety protocols when conducting work-based 
learning assignments. 

3. Staff will wipe down main equipment between classes. 
4. Students will minimize sharing of tools but when students must share tools, they will 

sanitize their hands after each use. 
5. Students enrolled in Aiken iNNOVATE who have permission to attend CTE classes will not 

be provided with bus transportation and will need to provide their own transportation to 
the Career Center and or their respective high school for lab activity. 
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Athletics Activities 
ACPSD will continue to follow the guidelines provided by the South Carolina High School League 
(SCHSL) and will provide updates to the Middle and High School Athletic Directors as changes are 
received. Administrators and Athletic Directors (AD) may also visit http://schsl.org/ for the latest 
updates. 

 
Field Trips, Assemblies & Large Gatherings 

1. Until further notice, schools will discontinue activities that bring large groups of people 
together or activities that do not allow for social distancing, including assemblies and in- 
person field trips, etc. 

2. Schools are encouraged to use virtual options for as many events as possible. 

 
Recess 
Elementary schools will create and implement procedures for the use of playground by family 
cohorts. Social distancing protocols should be maintained to the extent possible. 

 
Item Drop-off/Pick-up 

1. Each school will implement a process similar to having a cart or counter space designated 
for the drop-off or pick-up of items that do not require contact with the office staff. 

 
Volunteers 

1. During the first nine weeks, only ACPSD employees, substitutes, and teaching/nursing 
interns will be allowed access to school facilities (classroom, gym, cafeteria, etc.). This will 
be reevaluated quarterly. 

2. Essential volunteers as designated by the school principal will be allowed in the front office 
or meeting area designated by the schools. 

3. During the first nine weeks, schools should consider fundraising activities that allow for 
social distancing and limited physical contact (i.e. use online payment platform in lieu of 
exchanging currency). 

 
Afterschool Program (Quest Zone) 
Quest Zone (QZ) will provide after school care Monday-Friday. Please contact your child's 
school for more information on QuestZone.  

http://schsl.org/
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Teaching and Learning Considerations 
ACPSD offers two options for the return to school for students in grades 6-12 for the 2021-2022 
school year. The district believes face-to-face instruction for the early grades is critical to 
establishing foundational skills; therefore, a virtual option for these grades will not be available in 
2021-2022. The options for middle and high school students are as follows: 1) Students may attend 
face-to-face in a brick and mortar building; 2) Students may attend Aiken iNNOVATE (Ai), ACPSD’s 
full-time virtual option. The registration window for Ai for returning students was during the period 
of February to March and for new students was during the months of May and June. Ai maintains 
a waiting list and will add students up until the start of school as space becomes available. 

 

Option 1: Traditional Face-to-Face Model  
On April 22, 2021, Governor McMaster signed into law S.704, a joint resolution impacting school 
operations for 2021-2022. Specifically, the legislation requires every school district must offer five-
day, in-person classroom instruction to students and families who have chosen this mode of 
instruction during the 2021-2022 school year. The five-day, face-to-face instruction model will be 
implemented with safety and health protocols as indicated in this guide. 
 
Quarantines 
Students who are quarantined will have access to assignments through Schoology, the district’s 
Learning Management System, or hard copy assignments from the teacher. 

Option 2: Virtual Learning Environment (AIKEN iNNOVATE) 
Aiken iNNOVATE is a district-sponsored, online program serving 6-12 ACPSD students. 
Parents/Guardians and students who select Aiken iNNOVATE as their choice for returning to school 
can expect to have direct instruction provided virtually by local teachers certified in the specific 
course and grade level. 

 

While this option for returning to school does offer families flexibility and the comfort of learning 
at home, it also requires an adult dedicated to partnering with Aiken iNNOVATE teachers to serve 
as the student's guide at home, especially at the middle level. During enrollment  in Aiken iNNOVATE, 
parents/guardians indicated a commitment and their understanding of the academic 
responsibilities and policies for students.  

 

Ai students will need access to the internet and a digital device to complete all assignments at home. 
Students will be assigned to a local certified virtual teacher. Instructional materials and 
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resources will be delivered through Schoology, with links to other district supported digital 
learning tools. 

 

Virtual teachers will provide direct instruction that includes face-to-face virtual connections and 
collaboration through Microsoft Teams according to a daily schedule. Virtual assignments are not 
self-paced but have weekly deadlines. Teachers will have scheduled office hours, and students are 
expected to participate virtually in a small group or one-on-one instruction with the teachers. 
Attendance will be taken daily during scheduled virtual meetings. 

 

Middle School students taking high school credit courses will be enrolled in Aiken County Virtual 
Academy (ACVA). 

 
High School Students 
Aiken County Virtual Academy (ACVA), our high school subsidiary of Aiken iNNOVATE, is a franchise 
of Virtual SC. Students enrolled in ACVA participate in courses designed by Virtual SC, that are 
facilitated by local, content-specific, certified teachers. ACVA offers accredited courses with access 
to academic advisement and college planning from guidance counselors assigned through the 
student's home school. Graduates earn a standard high school diploma from their home school 
that is accepted by colleges, universities, and other postsecondary programs. While the majority 
of high school credit courses are available through ACVA, Local Board Approved courses and other 
select high school courses may not be available through Aiken iNNOVATE virtual  programs. 

 

All work will be completed at home. Students will need access to the internet and a digital device. 
Students will be assigned to a local certified virtual teacher that holds current certification in the 
appropriate grade level/content area. High School courses offered through Virtual SC will be 
delivered through Moodle, Virtual SC's learning management system. Instruction for these courses 
will follow the Virtual SC Curriculum Map for pacing and sequencing. Courses not offered  through 
Virtual SC will be locally created by ACPSD teachers and follow ACPSD's curriculum for pacing and 
sequencing. Instructional materials and resources for these courses will be delivered through 
Schoology with links to other district-supported digital learning tools. High school virtual courses 
are not self-paced. Assignments for all high school virtual courses are deadline-driven with     distinct 
due dates each week. Virtual teachers will provide direct instruction that includes face-to- face 
virtual connections and collaboration through Microsoft Teams. 
 
Virtual teachers will also be available for scheduled office hours and for virtual small group 
meetings or one-on-one instruction as needed. Attendance will be taken during scheduled virtual 
meetings. 
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Support Services 
Department of Special Programs 
 

Face-to-Face Direct Instruction 
 

Special Education teachers will provide specialized instruction in accordance with each student’s 
individualized plan while adhering to health and safety guidelines set forth by the school district. 
Seating charts will be utilized in all classrooms to ensure records reflect the students who are 
supported within each scheduling block of the day. If students are supported in small groups, 
teachers are required to utilize desk shields between each student and adhere to recommended 
social distancing measures. Teachers will continue to collaborate with related service providers to 
ensure students are transitioned between class locations and therapy locations as safely as 
possible.     

 
Virtual Instruction 

Special Education teachers will provide specialized instruction in accordance with each student’s 
individualized plan through the school district’s virtual platform. Special Education teachers will 
continue to collaborate with the IEP team to ensure all services are provided in accordance with 
each students’ individualized IEP and their associated Contingency Plan.   
 

Special Education Related Services  

Speech Therapy 
 

Face-to-Face Instruction: The assigned therapist will provide services in accordance with each 
student’s individualized plan while adhering to health and safety guidelines set forth by the school 
district. Seating charts will be utilized in all therapy spaces to ensure records reflect the students 
who are supported within each scheduling block of the day. If students are supported in small 
groups, therapists are required to utilize desk shields between each student and adhere to 
recommended social distancing measures. Therapists will continue to collaborate with other 
related service providers and the student’s teacher to ensure students are transitioned between 
class locations and therapy locations as safely as possible.     
 

Virtual Instruction:  The assigned therapist will provide services in accordance with each student’s 
individualized plan through the school district’s virtual platform. Therapists will continue to 
collaborate with IEP teams to ensure all services are provided in accordance with each students’ 
individualized IEP and their associated Contingency Plan.   

 
Occupational Therapy 
 

Face-to-Face Instruction: The assigned therapist will provide services in accordance with each 
student’s individualized plan while adhering to health and safety guidelines set forth by the school 
district. Seating charts will be utilized in all therapy spaces to ensure records reflect the students 
who are supported within each scheduling block of the day. If students are supported in small 
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groups, therapists are required to utilize desk shields between each student and adhere to 
recommended social distancing measures. Therapists will continue to collaborate with other 
related service providers and the student’s teacher to ensure students are transitioned between 
class locations and therapy locations as safely as possible.     
 

Virtual Instruction:  The assigned therapist will provide services in accordance with each student’s 
individualized plan through the school district’s virtual platform. Therapists will continue to 
collaborate with IEP teams to ensure all services are provided in accordance with each students’ 
individualized IEP and their associated Contingency Plan.   
 

Physical Therapy 
 

Face-to-Face Instruction: The assigned therapist will provide services in accordance with each 
student’s individualized plan while adhering to health and safety guidelines set forth by the school 
district. Seating charts will be utilized in all therapy spaces to ensure records reflect the students 
who are supported within each scheduling block of the day. If students are supported in small 
groups, therapists are required to utilize desk shields between each student and adhere to 
recommended social distancing measures. Therapists will continue to collaborate with other 
related service providers and the student’s teacher to ensure students are transitioned between 
class locations and therapy locations as safely as possible.     
 

Virtual Instruction:  The assigned therapist will provide services in accordance with each student’s 
individualized plan through the school district’s virtual platform. Therapists will continue to 
collaborate with IEP teams to ensure all services are provided in accordance with each students’ 
individualized IEP and their associated Contingency Plan.   
 
 

Special Programs Counseling 
 

Face-to-Face Instruction: The assigned therapist will provide services in accordance with each 
student’s individualized plan while adhering to health and safety guidelines set forth by the school 
district. Seating charts will be utilized in all therapy spaces to ensure records reflect the students 
who are supported within each scheduling block of the day. If students are supported in small 
groups, therapists are required to utilize desk shields between each student and adhere to 
recommended social distancing measures. Therapists will continue to collaborate with other 
related service providers and the student’s teacher to ensure students are transitioned between 
class locations and therapy locations as safely as possible.     
 

Virtual Instruction:  The assigned therapist will provide services in accordance with each student’s 
individualized plan through the school district’s virtual platform. Therapists will continue to 
collaborate with IEP teams to ensure all services are provided in accordance with each students’ 
individualized IEP and their associated Contingency Plan.   
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Orientation and Mobility 
 

Face-to-Face Instruction: The assigned therapist will provide services in accordance with each 
student’s individualized plan while adhering to health and safety guidelines set forth by the school 
district. Seating charts will be utilized in all therapy spaces to ensure records reflect the students 
who are supported within each scheduling block of the day. If students are supported in small 
groups, therapists are required to utilize desk shields between each student and adhere to 
recommended social distancing measures. Therapists will continue to collaborate with other 
related service providers and the student’s teacher to ensure students are transitioned between 
class locations and therapy locations as safely as possible.     
 

Virtual Instruction:  The assigned therapist will provide services in accordance with each student’s 
individualized plan through the school district’s virtual platform. Therapists will continue to 
collaborate with IEP teams to ensure all services are provided in accordance with each students’ 
individualized IEP and their associated Contingency Plan.   
 
Vision Services 
 

Face-to-Face Instruction: The assigned therapist will provide services in accordance with each 
student’s individualized plan while adhering to health and safety guidelines set forth by the school 
district. Seating charts will be utilized in all therapy spaces to ensure records reflect the students 
who are supported within each scheduling block of the day. If students are supported in small 
groups, therapists are required to utilize desk shields between each student and adhere to 
recommended social distancing measures. Therapists will continue to collaborate with other 
related service providers and the student’s teacher to ensure students are transitioned between 
class locations and therapy locations as safely as possible.     
 

Virtual Instruction:  The assigned therapist will provide services in accordance with each student’s 
individualized plan through the school district’s virtual platform. Therapists will continue to 
collaborate with IEP teams to ensure all services are provided in accordance with each students’ 
individualized IEP and their associated Contingency Plan.   
 
Hearing Services 
 

Face-to-Face Instruction: The assigned therapist will provide services in accordance with each 
student’s individualized plan while adhering to health and safety guidelines set forth by the school 
district. Seating charts will be utilized in all therapy spaces to ensure records reflect the students 
who are supported within each scheduling block of the day. If students are supported in small 
groups, therapists are required to utilize desk shields between each student and adhere to 
recommended social distancing measures. Therapists will continue to collaborate with other 
related service providers and the student’s teacher to ensure students are transitioned between 
class locations and therapy locations as safely as possible.     
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Virtual Instruction:  The assigned therapist will provide services in accordance with each student’s 
individualized plan through the school district’s virtual platform. Therapists will continue to 
collaborate with IEP teams to ensure all services are provided in accordance with each students’ 
individualized IEP and their associated Contingency Plan.   

 
IEP Meetings: IEP meetings should be conducted virtually to the extent possible while ACPSD has 
limited visitor access to school buildings. If IEP meetings have to be convened in a face-to-face 
capacity, school teams should adhere to health and safety guidelines set forth by the school 
district. Seating charts will be required for each face to face IEP meeting conducted. The LEA 
Representative will need to ensure each member in attendance is accurately reflected on the 
seating chart. The finalized document should be uploaded to their respective files and include the 
date of the meeting. 

 
 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)  
 

Through ESOL instruction, students develop proficiency in four key areas – Listening, 
Speaking, Reading, and Writing.  
 
ESOL students will follow the general curriculum; therefore, all levels will receive support from 
their content area teachers to access the curriculum. ESOL teachers will be available to provide 
support to all content area teachers to help facilitate differentiation of the curriculum for 
Multilingual Learners. 

  
Elementary/Middle: Pull-out instruction for Level 1 & 2 students and Push-in for level 3 
students, as needed.  
High School: ESOL students assigned to ESOL electives will attend on their designated days. 
The      ESOL teacher will be available to support content area teachers and ESOL students.  
 
All ESOL teachers will be available to assist ESOL students who need help with any content 
work. 

 

School Counseling 
During face-to-face, instructional days school counselors will be available to speak to students 
and parents. When working with students, counselors will ensure that small groups are socially 
distanced. School counselors are also available to meet with parents and students virtually. 
During remote learning days, principals will ensure that school counselors are available via 
email, phone, or conference call during the hours that are  established by the principal. 

Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) Considerations 
SEL is the process through which children and adults understand and manage emotions, set and 
achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive 
relationships, and make responsible decisions. https://casel.org/what-is-sel/ 

https://casel.org/what-is-sel/
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Resources 
Information from the following resources were used to create this manual: 

 

SC AccelerateED Task Force Guidance and Recommendations for 2020–21 School Year -June 22, 
2020 
SC Department of Health and Environmental Control at https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious- 
diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19 

 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention information https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019- 
ncov/index.html 

 

Georgia Insights https://www.georgiainsights.com/recovery.html 
 

Fort Mill Return to School Guide 2020-2021, www.fortmillschools.org 
 

Maryland Together: Maryland's Recovery Plan for Education, marylandpublicschools.org 
Fall 2020 Guidance for Music Education from NFHS and NAfME, https://nafme.org/my- 
classroom/fall-2020-guidance-music-education-from-nfhs-nafme/ 

 

Society of Health and Physical Educators (SHAPE)https://www.shapeamerica.org// 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS for ARTS EDUCATION as NORTH CAROLINA REOPENS SCHOOLS, 
https://artsnc.org/docs/RecommendationsArtsEd_final.pdf 

 

COVID-19 Plan for Reopening Secondary Career and Technical Education (CTE) Facilities 
for Completion of Industry Certifications and Lab-Based Dual Credit Coursework June 29, 
2020,https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/COVID%20Guidance%20- 
%20Plan%20for%20Reopening%20Secondary%20CTE%20Labs%20During%20Summer%202020
% 20-%20FINAL.pdf 

 

Clover School District Reopening Plan, 
https://www.clover.k12.sc.us/cms/lib/SC01001948/Centricity/Domain/4/FINAL--REOPENING-- 
PLAN.pdf 

https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.georgiainsights.com/recovery.html
http://www.fortmillschools.org/
https://nafme.org/my-classroom/fall-2020-guidance-music-education-from-nfhs-nafme/
https://nafme.org/my-classroom/fall-2020-guidance-music-education-from-nfhs-nafme/
https://www.shapeamerica.org/
https://artsnc.org/docs/RecommendationsArtsEd_final.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/COVID%20Guidance%20-%20Plan%20for%20Reopening%20Secondary%20CTE%20Labs%20During%20Summer%202020%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/COVID%20Guidance%20-%20Plan%20for%20Reopening%20Secondary%20CTE%20Labs%20During%20Summer%202020%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/COVID%20Guidance%20-%20Plan%20for%20Reopening%20Secondary%20CTE%20Labs%20During%20Summer%202020%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://education.ky.gov/comm/Documents/COVID%20Guidance%20-%20Plan%20for%20Reopening%20Secondary%20CTE%20Labs%20During%20Summer%202020%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.clover.k12.sc.us/cms/lib/SC01001948/Centricity/Domain/4/FINAL--REOPENING--PLAN.pdf
https://www.clover.k12.sc.us/cms/lib/SC01001948/Centricity/Domain/4/FINAL--REOPENING--PLAN.pdf
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Appendix 
A. Covid-19 and Vaccine Information 
B. Parent Letter – COVID Exclusions
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Appendix B




